

Brief summary of the history of abortion law in Germany prior to and during the Third Reich:


from pages 26 & 27 of the ebook edition of :
'Shaping abortion discourse : democracy and the public sphere
in Germany and the United States'  by Myra Marx Ferree,

[ https://books.google.com/books?id= SRn9qvnS20kC.Scpg=PA26#v=onepage&q&f=false]


"The legal starting point began with the formation of Germany as a state in 1871. In its criminal code, §218 defined abortion as a felony punishable with five years imprisonment. 

[The LIBERAL efforts to REPEAL that harsh legislation :]
 
Abortion became a public issue by the late nineteenth century with the efforts of social reformers — socialists, feminists, and liberals — to put birth control and population control issues on the political agenda.
By the turn of the century, this had blossomed into a broad challenge that included lessening or removing restrictions on abortion, offering support for unwed mothers, and supporting women's right to choose whether or not to bear children (Wobbe 1989). The Bund fur Mutterschutz and Sexualreform (League for the Protection of Mothers and for Sexual Reform) was founded in 1904. Evans (1976, p. 134) describes the group as notable for "drawing the consequences of their liberal individualism and applying them to personal life." They sought legal equality in marriage, easier divorce, an end to police interference in breaking up "free unions," and equal rights for children born out of wedlock.
The Bund was the first group to call for the elimination of §218. They struggled for the legalization of abortion "in the name of the right to self-determination, in the name of the free personality of women" (Evans 1976, p. 134) and offered an unusually extensive analysis of gender politics. They connected abortion rights to financial and moral support for unwed mothers and framed such rights as essential to women's control over the conditions of their existence (Allen 1985). While many separate women's groups supported their cause, in 1908 the broad umbrella organization of the liberal women's movement narrowly rejected taking up the campaign for elimination of §218, even though more radical feminists continued to agitate for change (Grossman 1995).
It fell to communist and socialist parties to take up this issue politically in the Weimar Republic (Wobbe 1989). In 1920, the left socialists (USPD) introduced a bill for the complete elimination of §218, but it failed to pass, as did a similar bill introduced by the Communist Party (KPD) in 1922. Throughout the 1920s, abortion remained an important political issue, particularly presented in terms of class conflict and the unjust prosecution of poor women with no practical alternatives to abortion.
Prosecutions of women rose from 411 in 1902 to 1884 in 1916 to 7193 in 1924. Reformers argued that no rich women were among the many thousands being sent to prison under the law Jochimsen 1971). Between 1919 and 1932 there were 60,000 cases in which women were prosecuted for illegal abortions. Yet the reformers were only able to widen slightly the exceptions under which abortion might be legal — to include, in 1926, serious threats to maternal health, with the concurrence of a medical commission.
The conflict escalated in the late 1920s, as protest groups formed to defend two doctors charged with performing illegal abortions, Else Kienle and Friedrich Wolf, who were noted for their work among the poor. In 1929-1930 there were over 800 local protest groups and 1500 mass demonstrations against §218 recorded (Augstein 1983). The left socialists (USPD) and communists (KPD) led the battle, and the main body of the Social Democrats (SPD) came along only "lamely, with hesitation and resistance," one participant complained (Arendt 1970, p. 96). The debate was smothered by the Nazi acquisition of power in 1933.

[The CONSERVATIVE actions to EXECUTE women who had abortions :]

Nazi abortion law sharply distinguished between life that was worthy of life and "unworthy lives" (lebensunwertes Leben), forbidding abortion in the former but demanding it in the latter case. In 1935, the Nazis introduced a "eugenic justification" for abortion into the criminal code, and in 1943 they supplemented §218 with a clause demanding the death penalty for abortion "in cases where the vitality (Lebenskraft) of the German people is threatened" (Koonz 1986).

